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Abstract

This research employed a descriptive survey methddvestigated the correlation
between students’ academic performance in English Mathematics of primary
school pupils. Eighty one pupils were randomly skeahfrom the graduating class of
2013/2014 academic session in some selected sdhdéthi Local Government Area
of Kwara State, Nigeria. One research hypothesistewo research questions were
tested and formulated upon this study. Pro-forma used to collect data. Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient and Dediivigpy Statistic were statistical
tools found suitable for this study. The findingwvealed proficiency in English as a
contributing factor to good academic performanceMathematics. On gender
analysis, female students outclassed their maldsoth English and Mathematics.
Recommendations were put to the fore based ornrtim@s of this research.

1. Introduction

The role of English in the Nigeria education systuld not be over-emphasized.
This is because apart from being the national affidiad language, when the
educational system in the country took off, Engligs, and still, the official mean of
communication (Medubi 1999; Saleeman 2000).OlanipgR013) also affirmed that
English language has afforded the country a great df having contact with the
international world.

Adegbija (1994) submitted that English is the laamgpi of education in almost all
subjects of the curriculum, except in a few caseshie teaching of indigenous
language. Jegede (1990) averred that the life blafothe country’s educational
system is English. To him, students’ ability to artdke higher education on any
discipline depends on their achievement in English.

The implication from the above assertion is thabdyand outstanding students’
performance in English can invariably results irtdreacademic performance in
other subjects. lliyas (2004) students’ lack of petence in English language will
affect the whole system of education and in efféhg political and economic
prospect of Nigeria.

Salman (2002) in a bit to draw attention to theease of Mathematics in the
school system earmarked that there is no way seieac be discussed in isolation of
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mathematics. To be good in science requires adeguasp Mathematics of primary school pupils in Edu Local

of definitions and technical meaning of MathemdticaGovernment Area of Kwara State, Nigeria, were ctdd

words, terms, and symbols. In order words, theesitglof through pro-forma, during the 2013/2014 acadenssise.

science needs to understand the language of Matimsma Random sampling was adopted. The sample population

for better understanding of the science courses ambmprises of eighty one pupils. In English langydgety-

improved performance. Thus, Mathematics’ languagg a two were females while thirty-nine were males. For

science as a whole in this part of the world i® @amught Mathematics, thirty-nine females were sampled while

with English language and students’ success in aichoforty-two were males.

depends upon their being proficient in the languafje = Two major statistical tools found suitable for this

instruction (Wilkinsorgt al. 2008). research work were Pearson Product-Moment Coroelati
Osafehinti (1990) examined the relationship betwee@o-efficient and Descriptive Statistic. These wased in

proficiency in English language skills of compasiti order to find out information and to gather undemging of

reading comprehension, grammar and achievement ihe present situation. The research work only fedusn

elementary Mathematics in Nigeria. Results shovired &t  students’ competency in English as a contributengjdr to

the primary five, significant relationship was faun academic performance in Mathematics.

between pupils’ reading comprehension scores and

Mathematics’ scores. Higher and significant coiiﬁin*_s of 3. Research Hypothesis

correlations were found between language, compsitien

grammar, and total English and Mathematics scotes a Hg;. There is no significant correlation between stigle

primary six. academic performance in English Language and
In the same vein,Adegboye (1993), vehemently, ledea Mathematics.

that lack of proficiency in English language is avfethe

facto_rs contributing to poor performance in Mathéosa 4. Research Questions

In his research,he observed that the performance of

students in Mathematics examination at SSCE is poor 1. Is there any significant difference in the academic

further stated that the performance in English egerthan performance of students in English Language based

that of Mathematics and this he linked to poor megd on gender?

ability. To him, there is need to improve the teéaghof 2. Is there any significant difference in the academic

English language to improve Mathematics education. performance of students in Mathematics base on
On the basis of gender, Al-Mously, Salem, and Al- gender?

Hamdan (2013) while investigating gender-basedestigd

academic performance among the medical studentdysafg_ Empirical Findings

stated that, the female medical students in Arab

significantly outscored their male counterpartsninost of  Table 1. Correlation between students’ academic performancgnglish
the Basic medical science courses and most eslyerial and Math

English courses.Kaur and Gill (1993) revealed then English Math
total performance was independent of sex, the Bogsed ~Engiish 1 636
higher than girls in Punjabi, Mathematics and ScgefThis N 81 81
therefore posits that gender difference in studen Math 636 1

81 81

academic performance cannot be ignored since s N
variation is now a factor to degrees of performaite Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level
subjects.

Nevertheless, Jadie, Sonya, Laura, Natasha (2012)‘I'able2. Mean scores of students in English language basegeader

averred that low proficiency has been considerédraier  variables& Groups Mean Std. dev. N
to learning and academic success at the post-sagonc Females 67.4524 23.11710 42
level and this is because English learners oftek the _Males 60.0769 2352310 39

language proficiency necessary to understand tls¢ te

content and academic work. And, this is the moesaa Table 3. Mean scores of students in Mathematics based odegen

why this research work has been designed to furth_Variables& Groups  Mean Std. dev. N
investigate the tempo of language proficiency mtadents’ Females 51.3333 22.6406 39
Males 50.2632 23.4310 42

academic performance in Mathematics.

One possible inference that could be drawn fromeTab
2. Procedures is that, correlation coefficient is 0.636, signéfit at 0.05.
Critical value at df =80 was 0.185, the calculatedias
n%)reater than table r{pr.,) therefore the null hypothesis
r research hypothesis one is hereby rejected. The

This research work employed descriptive survey ogkth
where students’ scores in English language a
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implication is that there is strong correlation voetn
students’ academic performance in English

strong correlation between students’ academic peeace

anth English language and in Mathematics of primastyo®l

Mathematics. On the basis of gender, female stsderpupils. On gender analysis, female students owdlasir
outperformed their male counter-parts in both Esigli males in both English and Mathematics.

language and in Mathematics as seen in Table 3and

6. Discussion of Findings

Kalejaiye (1982) had earlier pointed out that thacfice
of using English language for instruction in Nigefas
implication for students’ understanding of the laage of
word problem solving in Mathematics. This therefposits
that to solve word expression in Mathematics, toeents
need to master the language (English languagégif are
to read, understand, and discuss Mathematics ideas.

In view of the above findings therefore, the follog
recommendation was offered,;

No single topic should be taught in English languag
without teaching aids. This is because teachingsthmect
with relevant teaching aids will enhance academic
performance not only in English but in other sutjeaf the
curriculum.
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